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We re Open!

Completion of Phase 1 of the restoration of 
our historic waterway was marked on the 
17th August by the ceremonial cutting of the 
tape across the towpath by Mr Justin 
Templer, a direct decendent of James 
Templer who ordered the construction of the 
canal in the late 1700 s.

More on Page 12. See more pictures on our 
website:

www.stovercanal.co.uk

© Brian Harrap

Dear Member,

It s time for another update and there s been a lot happening.

I m sure that many of you came along to our tow-path opening 
ceremony and display back in August. It was a great success and I d 
like to thank you all for coming along and making use of our new 
asset. Those of you who haven t been able to walk it yet should make 
the effort as it is an easy level stroll through a very quiet and pretty 
natural corridor between the old Heathfield railway line and the clay 
quarry. It is a walk packed with interesting views and gives an 
opportunity to enjoy a circular route by making use of the old cycle 
trail to the west of the railway. It was so rewarding to see so many 
people making that first visit to the realigned Templer Way and I was 
so proud to have my own grandson and son at the head of that first 
group of youngsters. The fact that Mr Justin Templer was able to 
come along and cut the ribbon was a very special moment and I know 
that Roger Harding enjoyed the ceremony immensely.

Having reflected on the good news I have to move on to something 
rather upsetting. A week or two ago, just after the Open Weekend, 
John Pike, the Trust s Vice Chairman, and I received letters from 
Roger Harding which stated his intention to step down from his post 
as Society representative to the Trust and to resign from the position 
of Chairman of the Trust with effect from 1st September 2013. Roger 
told us that a combination of health issues and not wanting to get too 
involved in the next phase of the project and the inevitable protracted 
design and admin required that he would call time now. This is 
obviously a great blow to both the Trust and Society committee 
members. We have looked to Roger for guidance and support in all 
our endeavours and he will be sorely missed. From the first meeting 
of the Stover Canal Society back at the turn of the century, Roger has 
been the public face of the project and his commitment to the work, all 
voluntary of course, has been phenomenal.  I m sure that you will join 
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me in wishing Roger and his very patient wife, Ann, all the very best 
for the future.

As you can imagine there are now quite a few issues which require 
resolution as soon as possible. I will be discussing the options with my 
Society colleagues at our next meeting and John Pike has arranged 
for a Trust meeting for the beginning of October. Suffice to say we will 
be considering the way forward for the two groups which will make 
best use of the member s strengths and be trying to ensure that all 
processes and decisions are made openly and agreed by the majority. 
Many of the proposals will require careful consideration to ensure that 
their implementation does not run contrary to the constitutions of the 
two groups. Fortunately John Pike has a legal background and is 
giving the matter a great deal of thought. We will, of course, notify you 
in the next edition of this magazine what has been considered to be 
the best way forward for and by the two groups.

It all sounds a bit gloomy but I can assure you that there is an 
enthusiastic  core of members who are committed to the restoration of 
the canal and we will not be deflected from our proposed works. More 
details later in this edition. 

Best Wishes,   Paul 

Paul and George taking
time out for a picture at
the Open Weekend

Chairman s Update continued
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Working Party News

Since the last newsletter much has been happening to complete 
the towpath along the southern half of the canal ready for the opening 
at our open weekend. A lot of the workparties have blurred into one for 
me, so my apologies if I miss out some of the details.

Our contractor Matt Irish finished excavations under the by-
wash arch, and we could finish the concrete pad foundations. First it 
was necessary to complete the gabion mattress layer by picking out 
thousands of stones from out of the piles of crushed concrete and 
wrapping the layer in a plastic geotextile mesh. Then 9 tone of 
concrete were delivered and laid in a very hectic day  many thanks to 
Darren, Paul, Colin, Pauline and John for their help with this.

We have built three footbridges out of the keyclamp (meccano) 
steelwork. All three had their own challenges, but we practiced on the 
two smaller structures before tackling the big one under the by-wash 
arch. The logistics of moving the materials to the bridge sites was non 
trivial in itself, 6.4m long steel tubes do not stay in a 1.5m long dumper 
bucket, so both the steel tubes and the plastic decking sheets had to 
be carried by hand to the bridge sites. Much of the porterage  for the 
by-wash arch bridge was undertaken by a large group of sixth form 
students from Newton Abbot College on a volunteer day. A massive 
thank-you to them.

The path between the overflow weir bridge and the by-wash 
arch was inaccessible to dumpers so a quarter ton muck truck 
(motorised wheelbarrow) was hired in to move the crushed concrete to 
surface this path. Retaining walls were built from concrete blocks at 
either end of the by-wash arch concrete pad to hold back the earth. 
These had stepped return walls for added strength which led to one 
passer by to complain that we were putting in steps and hadn t we 
heard of disabled access  I hope that the finished product shows that 
we have. 

George Whitehead writes:
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Working Party News continued 

A group of volunteers from the Church Of The Latter Day Saints 
joined us for a Saturday morning and did a great job of clearing 
vegetation from the bed of the canal, and tidying up the surplus 
crushed concrete around the by-wash arch, flattening the piles, 
levelling the ramps that are now part of the path, and digging out the 
ditch to release water from the by-wash pond.

Since the open day we have paid a couple of visits to Teigngrace 
lock to cut down the trees growing out of the lock walls to try and stop 
further damage being caused. The bottom of this lock is usually in 
water, but the nice hot, dry summer has made it safely accessible for a 
while. Once most of the trees were down it was interesting to find that 
while the two ends around the gates were built with large blocks of 
dressed granite and are pretty much intact, the middles of the lock 
walls were built of granite rubble, and this is where the trees have 
managed to take root and cause damage.

From the end of September we will stop working every 
Wednesday, and reduce down to one Wednesday a month, as well as 
one weekend a month. Future work party dates can be found on the 
diary page on the back page. If you are interested in coming along and 
helping, or wish to have a look at what we do, please call me on 01626 
775498 or 07721 684690.

George Whitehead
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The Annual Stover Canal

Quiz Night

Friday, 25th October 2013

Sandygate Inn Kingsteignton

During the evening the 

Summer Draw
will take place

Many thanks to all of you who have either bought or 
sold raffle tickets and returned the counterfoils. We 
have now sold well over a thousand tickets. If any of 
you still have tickets at home please send the ticket 
stubs and the money to George Whitehead by 
Saturday 19th October so that they can be 
included in the draw at the Quiz Night.

George Whitehead
26 Northumberland Place
Teignmouth TQ14 8BU
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Exhibits were provided by the Teigngrace Local History Society and the 
Ball Clay Heritage Society amongst others. TravelDevon were on hand 
to give information on cycle routes around the area and members of 
Torbay Amateur Radio Society were aiding communications and 
spreading word of Sover Canal further afield.

Refreshments were available all through the weekend and Wendy 
would like to thank everyone who provided cakes, and another big 

thank you for those 
who came and ate 
the cakes - and 
gave generous 
donations for the 
priviledge! She was 
also most grateful 
for all the help given 
by those serving 
behind the table as 
well.

The Society and Trust express their thanks to Sibelco for again allowing 
access to their land for this years event and for all their help throughout 
this phase of restoration. Thanks also goes to all those involved in 
making this years event our most successful ever. Who thinks this 
should become an annual occurrence?!

17th 18th AUGUST 2013
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OPEN WEEKEND

Our bi-ennial Open Weekend was another huge success!

The weather held just long enough on the Saturday for the opening of 
Phase 1 of the restoration to take place without umberellas. Direct 
decendent of the Templer family of Stover fame, Mr Justin Templer and 
his family, travelled from Bristol especially to cut the tape and declare 
the towpath from Jetty Marsh to Teignbridge Lock officially open to 
walkers. 

The sight of all the walkers enjoying the newly accessible towpath walk 
was a great reward to the Society and Trust and made worthwhile all the 
hard work by our volunteers over the years. The walk was made even 
more interesting by the presense of information boards along the route 
and a Gnome Hunt  for the younger members of the families.

There is still much to do, of course, and our Chairman,Paul Taper, 
outlines future aims in his artlicle in the centre of this issue. Fundraising 
is, as ever, so important and we are grateful to members for their on-
going support. A membership form can be found inside the back cover 
for anyone wishing to support the continued restoration work.



There has been, for some time, a feeling 
held by some of the members of both the 
Trust and Society that there has not been 
sufficient consideration and discussion 
between the two groups regarding which 
works should be undertaken following the 
completion of the Phase 1 tow-path.

To overcome this issue a joint sub-
committee, comprising three members each 
from the Trust and Society committees, was 
formed and a number of projects were 
considered for work party sessions over the 
coming twelve months.

It was felt that it was necessary to compile a list of interesting work to 
engage the work party members whilst the design, planning and 
financing of the next major phase is undertaken. This does not ignore 
the fact that there will be a requirement for house-keeping  on the 
recently opened section of towpath and cleared canal bed below Exeter 
Road but it does mean that there will be some varied and challenging 
work to ensure that volunteers remain motivated and valued.

One element of work is the careful clearance of the whole area of the 
Teigngrace Lock. There will require the cutting out of most of the scrub 
and small trees to enable a clear examination of the lock s limits. This 
will be followed by the removal of the useless material which has found 
its way into the canal bed over the years. This will a challenging task as 
there is a considerable amount of broken glass, metal and timber. We 
will be trying to separate these materials and recycle them where 
possible to reduce tipping charges. Once the waste material has been 
removed our archaeologist, Phil Newman, is intending to carry out a 
survey and excavation to try and establish the construction of the lock; 
in particular the lower gate supports.

A second area under consideration is Ventiford 
Basin. Now that the autumn is here we will be 
able to remove the bramble and scrub from the 
banks of the basin to enable Phil to carry out a 
number of excavations in areas of interest. His 
intention is to excavate in the area east of the 
basin to try and identify the foundations of a 
large building indicated on old Ordnance Survey 
maps. The granite copings to the edge of the 
basin will be exposed and missing areas could 
be reinstated using the dressed granite we 
purchased last year. Slot excavations will be 
made across the basin to establish its depth and 
construction. Phil is hoping that there might be 
the hulk of a barge in the basin and that is an 

extremely exciting possibility.

The third project is the clearance of all vegetation and debris from the 
route of the Fishwick Feeder. This 
heavily silted channel once 
diverted river water through the 
sluice above the Fishwick weir 
and introduced it into the canal 
just below the Graving Dock Lock. 
Once clear an accurate level 
survey can be undertaken to 
establish whether this could be a 
future source of water for the 
lower section of the canal without 
requiring the reinstatement of the 
weir. This would obviously have to 
be done in consultation and agreement with Sibelco, their tenant farmer 
and the Environment Agency. Stock proof fencing could be required 
and it might be possible to introduce a number of safe stock watering 
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The Way Forward - New Projects Planned for 2014 and beyond



Social Events
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40 places have been reserved at 

The Ship Inn, Queen St, Teignmouth, Devon TQ14 8BY

on Saturday, 18th January 2014 for our annual lunch.

Further details in our next edition!

Annual Society Lunch

We are now open for new members for the 2014 
draw at next years AGM. Membership costs £10 and, after 
costs of the lottery licence, the proceeds are split 50/50 
between the prize fund and the Society. The more people who 
take part the better the prizes will be and the more money we 
will raise for restoring the canal.

Full details of the rules appeared in Issue 40 and a copy can 
be supplied on request. If you are interested please contact 
George Whitehead - details inside the front cover.
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points along the channel. This refurbished channel could also 
intercept river water flowing out of bank from below the old salmon 
pool and across the meadows to the canal.

Whilst this work is being carried out it is likely that Devon County 
Council will completing their design of their cycle path down from 
Bovey Tracey which will incorporate sections of our towpath for much 
of its length above Exeter Road. This will be a wonderful bonus for us 
as this surfaced route will much improve our access to the more 
remote structures. I am hoping to receive a copy of the County s 
proposals in the near future in order that we can comment on its route 
and construction in good time.

I am hoping to get started on the next major phase of the scheme 
which is design the works necessary to introduce water back into the 

canal from the Graving 
Dock Lock down as far 
as the Armco culvert at 
Jetty Marsh. I do not 
underestimate the 
complexity of this 
ambition as it will be 
imperative that the 
Environment Agency are 
satisfied that there are 
no adverse effects of our 
proposal to the Teign 
flood plain operation and 

of endangering the communities of Teigngrace and Ley Green to 
flooding. There is a great opportunity of creating a marvellous asset 
for the area, creating new habitats and reviving a number of historic 
structures. More on this as ideas are developed.

Paul

The Way Forward continued



STOVER CANAL SOCIETY
Membership Application Form

I/WE would like to join the Stover Canal Society and enclose my/our 
subscription of £8.00 for the current years individual membership/£10.00 for 
the current years joint membership (two or more persons at the same address)

Full Names (with title)

Full Address

Post Code Telephone

E-mail Address

Useful Skills

I would be interested in helping in the following ways:
Work Parties [  ] Research [  ]
Fund Raising [  ] Administration [  ]
Publicity [  ] Events [  ]

Completed form and subscriptions should be sent to:

The Membership Secretary
Stover Canal Society
8 Ridge Road
Netherton
Newton Abbot
TQ12 4RH

Data Protection
Society membership records are held electronically. Disclosure of an 
individual s details will only be made to Officers of the Society in connection 
with the activities of the Society. If you object to your details being held 
electronically please tick box             [  ]

Situation Vacant.....

The Stover Canal Trust is looking for a Treasurer following the 
resignation of Peter Wright. Peter is continuing as Treasurer for 
the Society for the time being.

Trust accounts need to be submitted to Companies House and the 
Charities Commission, so this is not a position to be taken lightly! 
However, if you are the person they need, or you know of someone 
who is, Peter or John Pike would be very pleased to hear from you. 

Their contact details are on the inside front cover.
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The biggest obstacle to overcome in 
the Phase 1 restoration was the safe 
passage for members of the public 
under the railway at the Jetty Marsh 
end on the towpath. This has been 
achieved by the construction of a 
suspended walkway through the arch 
which originally allowed excess water 
from the canal to pass into the 
Whitelake Channel - the bywash arch. 
At this point, the towpath links up with 
the Templer Way footpath and 
cycleway to make possible a round-trip 
route on either side of the canal and 
railway.

Snippets



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2013/14
October  9th Mid-week Work Party

October 25th Quiz Night, Sandygate Inn

October 26th & 27th Weekend Work Party
- change your clocks!

November 13th Mid-week Work Party

November 23rd & 24th Weekend Work Party

December 11th Mid-week Work Party

December 28th & 29th Weekend Work Party

January 2014  8th Mid-week Work Party

January 18th Annual Lunch, Ship Inn, Teignmouth

January 25th & 26th Weekend Work Party

February 12th Mid-week Work Party

February 22nd & 23rd Weekend Work Party

March 12th Mid-week Work Party

March 29th & 30th Weekend Work Party
- change your clocks!

April  9th Mid-week Work Party

April 18th to 21st Easter Weekend

April 26th & 27th Weekend Work Party

May 10th to 18th Week long Archaeological Dig at 
Ventiford Basin

May 26th Ram Roasting Fair, Kingsteignton

Chairman: Paul Taper

Tel: 01626 368734  e-mail: paul.taper@yahoo.co.uk

Vice-Chairman: George Whitehead

Tel: 01626 775498 e-mail: georgewhitehead1@tiscali.co.uk

Secretary: Di Smurthwaite

Tel: 01626 368858 e-mail: diana-smurthwaite@live.co.uk

Treasurer: Peter Wright

Tel: 01626 352073 e-mail: peterwright1937@yahoo.co.uk

Membership: Wendy Yates

Tel: (01626) 873647 e-mail: wendyyatesoz@aol.com

Rachael Banyard Tel: 01249 892289 rachael.banyard@gmail.com

Anne Lonsdale Tel: 01626 331423      annelonsdale@teignbridge.gov.uk

Christine Martin Tel: 01626 368422 lavenderthorp@live.co.uk

John Pike: Tel: 01626 354404 johndpike@aol.com

Susan Samways Tel: 01626 337383 susan.samways0@gmail.com

Graham Wickham Tel: 01626 369829 g.wickham@blueyonder.co.uk

Teignbridge District Council: Ken Lewis

Kingsteignton Town Council: Rob Harris e-mail: Robert-Harris@hotmail.co.uk

Teigngrace Parish Council: John Martin

Newton Abbot Town Council: David Howe

Devon County Council: Mike Walters

This publication is copyright to the 

Stover Canal Society 2013. All text and 
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Please e-mail copy for the next edition to 

Rob Harris

info@stovercanal.co.uk
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